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The Yale Hindi Debate is a national-level, annual event that was established to foster intellectual 

discourse, celebrate the Hindi language, and facilitate the interaction of students and faculty from 

the top US universities. The debate was established as a Yale-only event in 2008 and now sees 

participation from faculty and students 

from USA’s preeminent schools, including 

Yale, Harvard, Princeton, Columbia, 

the University of Pennsylvania, NYU, 

Cornell, UCLA, Wesleyan, Purdue, 

Rutgers, the University of Texas at 

Austin, and Wellesley College. It has 

seen press coverage from CNN IBN, India 

Today, The Times of India, The Hindustan 

Times, NDTV, The Indian Express, MSN 

India, Outlook, Zee News, The Asian Age, 

The Economic Times, and The Deccan 

Chronicle. Topics debated in the past 

have dealt with identity, patriotism, 

religion, marriage, education, 

democracy, globalization, and work 

culture. The ninth installment of the 

debate is set to take place this April, at 

Yale University.  

 

The event, organized entirely by Yale 

undergraduates, faculty, and 

administration, is a one-of-its-kind event – 

a unique platform that fosters the Hindi 

language internationally, encouraging its 

study and use. It has been described as “a 

pride for Yale,” “one of the most unique 

and significant efforts of the Yale India 

Initiative,” and an event that “bolsters the study of South Asian languages.” 
 

Every year, the diversity of participants is staggering – from those who have grown up in India and 

spoken Hindi all their lives, to those who have been acquainted with the language for only a year. This is 

a testament to the YHD philosophy of promoting Hindi without exclusion and celebrating diversity 

across nations. 
 

In this sense, YHD’s philosophy is one of inclusion: all ideas are welcome, as are all people, and all 

backgrounds of Hindi knowledge. And so, YHD truly makes Hindi “a democratic voice of complex 

issues.” Participants are driven, first and foremost, by the rigor of argumentation. They seek to express 

and defend controversial stands on controversial issues, and are not afraid to disagree. Debate, 

strengthened by the diversity of voices, is a cornerstone of sensible democracy; and at YHD, Hindi 

is the medium through which this democratic ideal is practiced.  
 

 


